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Lo

14. Priene: Hippodameian City Planning 18. Conclusions

In contrast to earlier ancient civilizations (E M 3 Ind h : _ _ _ | T P : Hellenistic city of Priene |4 e = | Moved to its present location from an In Crete and the islands of the Aegean, during the Minoan period, and later in
| : : gypt_, esopotamia, _n us) that the walls of the house down to the foundations, where a pit was built externally. Its function was | A system of large stone channels of the 2 Population: 4 000 Yy { earlier site in the mid-4"_century BC mainland Greece, during the Mycenaean period, all major hygienic technologies
flourished in water-abundant environments (large river valleys), ancient Greeks to act as an outlet for water directly into the drain - pipe (Marinatos, 1972). | early 5% century BC carried off | Area: 41 4 hectares P02 ) 9o ST e | A perfect example of have been implemented
preferred to establish their settlements in dry, water scarce sites. Fragments of a bathtub were b :J bﬂ:-u — = _ ngg::v;?]tcclers {;csm waetebruiilrccl:;gtshgf ;:gre e | (Doxiades, 1964) {4 G (e _ _
found, as well as two slabs upon . T @—E®MT T | ma e e arretelie il R R, T« it 5 2 VA - The first big step forward occurs as Greece gradually moves from monarchy and
It seems to be a paradox that all major Greek cities, during the several which It may have stood. — u | City grda" e frrm— — ‘ A e i T oligarchy to democracy. Then: (i) The core of the city moves from the palace
phases of the Greek civilization were established in those areas that had the Bathroor's Pt i V. Bathroom | natural process. As a result: | ' AT T : and Acropolis to the Agora. As Agora gradually becomes the center of political,
minimal rainfall across the continental and insular Greece. Although some = Jr'\ (A) Flj-_d - Great Drain is irregular in size and shape | social and commercial activity, hygienic technologies and practices start being
medium-scale rivers and lakes exist in Greece, there has been no major city * ﬁ | | - at the beginning of the 4t century BC e stra o N . Weagttlgned 0 |0 0o N RSB G 2 pl oo s NG e ———— implemented on a greater scale, the scale of the Agora. (ii) Special attention is
close to them in Greek antiquity. However, the above criteria have not been ' @ | || - were ed. given, for the first time in history, for the living standards of all citizens of
applied for cultural centers (Delphi, Olympia or Dodoni), as their majority is I # In operation today, as the city-state.

situated in areas with adequate water resources.

The second (and last) big step happens when the Hippodameian system gradually
replaces the natural growth of the city beneath the Acropolis. Then: (i) The

| | :

— (A) |‘ | # it drains water from
I {0 o { . .
i\ B) =4 | the archaeological site

Such a choice must have been driven primarily by the laws of the natural

Bedroom

| of the Agora

selection, with the populations established in dry climates having larger — cale ?f the city Cr:l a?ges, r]? quirircllg Iﬁigger infrastructurdes and (ii)dOrganized
/ | —— city-planning in the form of a grid allows engineers to design and construct
probabilities to survive, as they were protected from water-related diseases. " v ] infrastructurges similar to n%odern ones. ]
In the centuries that followed, Greeks, must have progressively assimilated the The technp Io_gical frame of the HeIIeni§tic an_tiqui‘w can only be compar ed to
fact that dry climates are generally more convenient to live and healthier as ~ = modern hygtlﬁmgn\év?]t?; szfﬁ]emls;festatblIsh:—dDIn Ett{:otrr)le and Notrt(;\ America from
. . o an an etcn, or Koumaaoudes rTrom: Marinatos, M. EXcavations a era - y -
they prOteCt the pOPUIatlon from water-related diseases. 73 Seasons”, The Archaeological Society at Athens Library No. 180, 2" edition, Athens, 1999 < aro € century A.L. Untl € present day.
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3. City Establishment II 7. Island of Thera: Terracotta Bathtubs

At least four terracotta bathtubs have been

& | found during the excavations at Thera. There is
| [ J400-e00 | a great variety among them in size and shape.
/[ ] e01-800 One of them is possibly a baby’s cradle.
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Most cities in classical
antiquity are situated in
areas with shortage on
water resources
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; Minoan: Island of Crete, from 3500 BC to 1450 BC.
2 Cycladic: Islands of the Aegean, from 3100 BC to 1600 BC.
: : : Mycenaean: Mainland Greece, from 1550 BC to 1150 BC.
Classical: Mainland Greece, Aegean, Asia Minor, Southern Italy, from 500 BC to 336 BC.
Hellenistic: The centre moves from mainland Greece to the eastern Aegean, from 323 BC to 146 BC.
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Until 6 century BC, Greeks used to N [ SR : N Installation for the cleaning of the young men, at the Hellenistic Gymnasium of Priene [ L. Main periods of Greek antiquit
bath in natural springs or fountains. & ~ < — = —

Classical Years:

Public Baths become common. Basic
plan: a large circular room around the
perimeter of which tubs were radially
arranged with the heads to the outside
and feet toward the inside.
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eat bathtub

Most major cultural
centers are situated in
areas with satisfactory

rainfall

I1. Places and Cities mentioned
Knossos: The centre of Minoan Crete, 5 km South-East of Herakleion city. The present palace dates from
1700 BC when it was rebuilt after an earthquake that destroyed the original palace of 2000 BC.

Athens: The centre of the Classical Greek world, the largest and wealthiest city-state and a leading military
and maritime power.

Athenian Agora: The area over the North-West slopes of the hill of Acropolis. The heart of ancient Athens,
with trading, religious and political activities.

Pergamon: In western Anatolia (today Turkey), 30 km inland from the Aegean Sea. Little is known of the
city’s history before the Hellenistic period. The dynasty of the kingdom of Pergamon began with General
Philetairos (283-263 BC) and ended in 133 BC with its surrender to the Romans (Ministry of the Aegean, 2006).

Great variety among the tubs:

(i) hollowed out of the rock (ii) made of
terracotta (iii) built of small stones or
bricks with hydraulic cement coating.

[ [} 20

Major installations of
prehistorical antiquity
are located in areas
with water scarcity
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Water provided by: reservoirs, fountain
spouts or even wells.
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A Major prehistorical Hot baths available, as Hermippos | B 2] i _ ':_-:f':_'_;'l' forgr _ & T 5 % e 1 , _ - Priene: Hellenistic city in western Asia Minor, perfect example of an Hippodameian city.
cities / installations remarks : o n y ) ;- ‘ ey ‘ s Thera, Amorgos: Islands of the Aegean Sea.

A Major cities classical "No, by Zeus, nor is it right for the true _ vy . o 5 & o e 5.
antiquity man to get drunk or take hot baths the ' \ Rt 3 Y . i e III. Historical figures mentioned

: Gymnasium: the place where young

way you do”

A Major cultural centers

el
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Peisistratos: Tyrant of Athens, seized power in 546 BC and ruled until his death in 527 BC.
1 men ralnethr souls and bodies = Antiphanes: Comic poet of the 4™ century BC.

: . i th
| Usually Gymnasiums also include Public Baths Hermippos: Comic poet of the 5% century BC.

e o O R I Ve e S i Aristotle: 384 BC - 322 BC Philosopher, student of Plato. Greatly influenced philosophy up to modern times.

(Lang, M., 1968. "Waterwarks in the Athenian
Agora” Excavations of the Athenian Agora,
Picture Book No. 11, ASCSA)

A Major Hellenistic cities haestus
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